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Biography 

 

 

Dr. Linda Lee Thomas Worthy, born in a small rural town in the Deep South, was destined to push beyond the 

stereotypes and limitations of her community.  Dr. Thomas Worthy went on to earn a Bachelor of Arts in 

Sociology from Tougaloo College in Mississippi, Masters of Art in Sociology and a Doctor of Philosophy in 

Education from Washington State University in Pullman, Washington.   

 

Reflecting on her childhood and college years, she is repeatedly grateful for the excellent education, experience, 

and solid foundation provided by the many Head Start and school teachers and college professors who taught 

her what it means to be a proud African American woman.  

  

Having grown up in a predominantly black community and attending a historically black college, Tougaloo, Dr. 

Thomas Worthy’s transition into graduate school at a predominantly white institution was coupled with culture 

shock, ambiguity, and isolation.  Instead of packing her bags to leave like so many of her peers, she decided to 

face these concerns by challenging the University’s system, faculty, staff, and students to create a campus 

community to which students, like her, could thrive and succeed.  Her dissertation, The Educational 

Experiences of African American Students in Predominantly White Institutions, received a national award from 

the American Association of Higher Education Black Caucus. 

   

As an Education Consultant and Student Development Specialist, Dr. Thomas Worthy provides directions and 

offers expertise to colleges and universities to advance a comprehensive vision for student learning, 

development and success.  As a champion for student-centered programming and services, Dr. Thomas Worthy 

assists colleges and universities in creating an undergraduate and graduate student experience that is predicated 

on critical thinking, learning, leadership, cultural competency, and social justice. In addition, she works closely 

with college administrators and community organization leaders to provide guidance, insights and 

recommendations on strategic planning, program reviews, curriculum development, accreditation, evaluation 

and assessment.  

 

Dr. Thomas Worthy served as the Assistant Vice President for University Life and Associate Dean of Student 

Development at the University of San Francisco, Associate Dean of Students at Bucknell University, and the 

Director of the Black Cultural Center and Assistant Professor at Berea College.   

 

Thomas Worthy has made several professional presentations and contributions to organizations such as the 

National Association of Student Personnel Administrators, American Educational Research Association, 

National Conference on Race and Ethnicity, and the Association of American Colleges and Universities.  She is 

the co-creator of the Chambersburg YMCA Achievers college readiness curriculum, member of the Franklin 

County Head Start Board of Directors and the Chambersburg Area School District Realignment Committee, and 

Room Parent and volunteer at Shalom Christian Academy.   

 

In recognition of her service to students and the community, she is the recipient of the YMCA Adult Achievers 

Award, Faculty Appreciation Award, Outstanding Leadership Award from the Office of Multicultural Student 

Services, and Instructional Leadership Award. 

 

Dr. Thomas Worthy most endeared roles and responsibilities are being a wife and life partner to Marvin Worthy 

and mother and nurturer to her daughter, Tayla Angel Lee Worthy. 

 

 


